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Universities

1/ Origin and growth : OF ALL MEDIEVAL
instiTUTIONS, except the Catholic Church, handed
down to the posterity, the universities were perhaps
the most important and have remained insofar as
their organisation was concerned, unchanged. The
university, Latin universitas was originally one of the
several vague words which meant _association of

people or. the whole body of teachers and students.

The university headed by a chancellor and divided

into collcgcsr;vzidmi?ii_s'fcrcd by deans or rectors, in

which a faculty presents a definite curriculum at
fixed hours to a group of students who take academic
degrees, goes back to twelfth and early thirteenth

centuries.

Influences other than love of new learning,
favoured the growth of the earlicst universities. 1he
heresy of the twelfth century needed some kind of
institution where a large number of students could be
trained to defend the dogma and the organisation

of the chufch. The church by the twelfth centurl}i
hic

men

had developed into a massive organisation W
required the services of lawyers for its courts,
trained in the formalities and intricacies of corres-
pondence for its chancelleries. The feudal kingg“jl‘i
the lords also needed the services of civil servants
trained in law and in the use of the Latin languag:(;
ten

The fast growing towns with autonomous existen
E}EW@@?{ﬁﬁd adminis-
trators. The scholarship of the twelfth century wad
well adapted to meet these needs.

Itisimpossible to mention any specific date about

: —— o Bl e k
the emergence of the oldest universities. 1TheY e
o onc way

form in the twelfth century. It was not in
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only that .Lhc universities grew y
schools which were numergyg ip, UII-:.I (1)~ Secular
into universities. (if)“Universities alsoa Y developed
scholars flocked round eminent téachgrew up when
from different nations used o ﬁOCkCTS. Scholars
teachers. The fact that such s round great

2 . . holars ca
different nations without restriction also er:;l:::né
e

the name _‘university’. (i Migration of sch 1

also gave rise to new universjties, as in Ef?casg arfs
Oxford and Cambridge. (iof When the modclsclsl Od
been perfected, it became the usual practice to fou:d
umv.e.rsities by royal charter. (u) Some of the uni-
versities, for example, t_h(gciojBoloEna and Paris
were originally organised as guilds. Like other
guilds, these educational guilds or universities sought
and obtained same kind of autonomy as any other.

The very name University has its own history.
The original name was universitas magistrorum et
scholarium which practically meant a guild of masters
or scholars. But in the twelfth century the term
Studium Generale was being used for institutions which
May be compared to what we understand by univer-
ity. Bologna was the first of the West European
Cities to enlarge its school into a studium generale,
whl_ch was the name for medieval university. The

Wversity of Pavia received its charter of stud@um
8enerale in 136] and transformed from a school into
3 u“iVCTSitmman law was being studied in many
%the schools since ninth century. w
' Orleans were schools which revived the study

the Roman law since the ninth century, Milan,
e VOl the tenth and Verona,

g

eleventh. Many of these

“Abonne and Lyons in

:“‘[Eﬂld Angers in the R =
" later transformed into UmIVErSIFCS:

ransformed 11 : ; -

er, the most Impor

lo 5
a_University was, howeV o sy
“U centre of the study of law and with Irperius ;
B L age of

mic. €r of law in that BM"M“
ca;(.hFVal Jjurisprudence C_gan_’;t tﬁesic;urcs by
oy ¥ Imerii—a compilation ©
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Irnerius himself, is regarded a masterpicce of expo-
sition and argument. At Salerno there began u spe-
cialised study in medicine. The school of Salerno

-i‘{i‘;:f:,;‘; maintained the tmdi‘tion OfG“w(-’(.)'l_{olnmv'.'_.‘“'mdy of
Rise of science, kept touch with the Byzxu‘m_nf p \rysu ians ;].“d
universities  gained knowledge of Arabic lTlLd.l?lll(‘, lrom bw:!y_
like those of It was in the lw_qlf_lb and lihc lllll.llCCIll I centuries
Vicenza, that Italy broKe out mto universities, some ofllhcm
Arezzo, were spawned by Bologna through the emigration of

Padua, Venice, professors and st.udcn‘ts. T!lus there arose i|-1 Ttaly
Naples,ete.  many universities of which those of Vlcc_nz;l,
Arezzo, Padua, Venice, Naples, etc., may be specially
mentioned.

Yet, the unquestioned leader of the European
mind in the twelfth and the thirteenth centuries,
was France. Many of the_I'rench Cathedral schools,

Distinguished as distinguished from the secular schools of Italy,
scholars in achieved international renown. These schools flow-
universities ered into a great Uniygr_sily at Paris which became
a centre of intellect, finance, science, arts and philo-
ééP}lX: William Champeaux played the same part
in the University of Paris as did Irnerius in the
University of Bologna. But Peter Abelard was the
most unrivalled lecturer of the University of Paris
whose fame drew crowds of students from different
University parts of Europe and thus gave the University of

of Paris’ Paris an unprecedented distinction. Theology,

canon law, medicine and arts were the four special
branches or faculties into which the University of

Paris was divided since the middle of the thirteenth
century.

The University of England was an offshoot of the

, political union of France and England under the
“Universities  Angevins. In the mid-twelfth century England was
of Oxford  part of the Angevin empire and the first English
- ardCambridge university, namely the University of Oxford was.
"~ modelled on the studium of Paris. The central
position of Oxford as well as its importance as a

market town conditioned the growth of the Oxford

M

, e FOIEvAL UNIVERSIT pg
University. By the midd
el le o :
:j'“:' U"qlivLLm”[)" (;)[ Oxforg bcc{u:ﬁ: ;:lrtccnth century
vVers | . » 4€C

();(I;hrd on('(')t l“’”n. , Bration Oron(:lon’y e
Sambridge {n 1209 ) Scholarg from
4,f:| new u«",h(ml which Wik raim:j Lo the oundation
university in 1954 by the bf'«hupn:r[;?][hc status of 4
[ f Ely,

The Spanish unjyerjj, | |

ventional ht'ginm'ng_ Wh.—,,:. ‘;‘ rather 4p uncon.
of almost all Countrieg i;j l-'vtsrwsm

their origin in schogly ¢ we
who spread out of 4 e, - ‘ e
Cambridge, the Sp, -umvm.'”yr'“ In the case of gawmm' i
. € panish Universities were all ori 8 n
H””‘“"fl by royal charter, The Upjy - all ori- control
Palencia, Valladoliq, N niversities of

founded by royal charger. Natu;a]r(c.,hwerc all

under government contro], Y, these were
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: udium Generale Spanish
" medieyy| times had

: universities—
r¢ founde by teachers

The curriculum which included the study of

hb(jrrul 11;t§ was divided 1010 tWo parts, the Trivium  Curriculum -
and Quadrivium. The universities admitted students Tricium and
from everywhere and their graduates had the right

: Quadritium
to Lcach aqywhcrc. The universities would offer
Instruction in at least one of the professional sub-
Jjects—law, medicine, theology, etc. The degree  University

conferred by the university faculties would signify  degrees
thaf the degree holder had the right to teach the passports 1o
subject and he was recognised to be 2 member of the  undertake
teaching guild. Four or even five years of study teaching in
would qualify a student for sitting for the Bachelor’s  any university
degree on passing an examination, the Trivium.
Am'thét,MMgH_bc necessary to

complete the course of Quadrivium, with special

attention to Aristotle, when a student would become

master of the subject. A doctoral degree would Period of
require continued study up to the age of thirty- study

five. No one below that age could be a doctor. A

public defence of the thesis had to be made by the

student from six in the morning tll six in the

evening and theoretically, any person was at liberty  Testing of
0 put any question to him. The scholar was then the scholar
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to inaugurate his teaching career with a specimen

lecture. His degree was then conferred on him.
Earliest universities had no buildings of their
Nature of own and classes met in any available.church build-
administra-  ing or rented halls. Students had.to‘su. on the floor,
tion and later on benches werc used. Disciplined conduct
conduct of was demanded of the studemg Yet there were
students many cases of student rowdism. The rowdies
would enter into fight with the citizens, would stone
their houses on occasions. But there were serious
students who minded their studies with much care

and attention, as we also have in our own times.
Courses of studies were based on text-books which
Text books  the teachers would read and elaborate in lectures.

Commentaries on the text-books had to be made
extempore. There was no paper, and the price of
parchments was so high that students could not
afford to buy them. Often the students used to
combine in purchasing text-books which were in
manuscripts. Students would discuss and exchange
notes after hearing the lectures of their teachers.

Robert of Sor- Robert de Sorbonne a Chaplain of St. Louis of
bonnebeganthe France, founded a college to furnish free board and
system of resi- lodging to twenty students. This was the beginning
dential college of residential colleges.

2/ Influence and importance of Universi-

Impossible to  ties : Twelfth century was remarkable for the deve-

overrate lopment of education and the most remarkable in it

importance of was the development of the universities. It is

the universities impossible to overrate the influence that the medieval

universities had exercised on the life of the middle

ages. The importance that the university had

Sacerdotum,  acquired may be easily understood from the com-

Regnum and  mon saying that three powers to guide the world

Studium_ were the church, the king and the university (Sacer-
dotum, Regnum and the Studium).

- The universities as corporate bodies were makers

B o
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life was coming into the hands of the universities,

Thc‘ theology of the western church’ was largely
shaped in the University of Paris and the canon law
if not created at Bologna was taught there. Wher-
ever the Roman law or canon law was taught, it
became a training ground for lawyers of almost
every country,

At the time when the great schism had disrupted
Europe, the University of Paris took the lead of the
Conciliar Movement to combat the schism.

The universities with their specialised courses and
assemblage of qualghed teachers, became homes of
advancement in creative thought as was displayed
in scholasticism.

The educative influence of the universities upon
those who had opportunities to receive training there
made the later great men of affairs who directed and
guided the destinies of many a country and society.

Education imparted by the universities made
OPportunities open before the poor and the younger
sons of nobles, who were of not much importance to
the society otherwise, to rise to great heights. This
was the beginning of the principle ‘career must be
open to talents’. Today a peasant’s son in the uni-
Versity is not at all astonishing.

Persons educated in the universities took up the
lawyers’ duty both in the state and the church, and
were the basis of the bureaucracies of church and state.

The rapid expansion of universities ;Pd ctz“:cgf:
and the hugé number of the students rea lng:,in ; in-
showed the unprecedented and the grcg J ean
tellectual enthusiasm that had gripped the Europ
Societies of the time.

’é}
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